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MASSACHUSETTS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT — ORAL (MELA-D)

The MELA-(Y 15 an observation scale which fscilitates the sssessmenl of English language proficsency of Englsh Langusge Leamers in prodes B-12.

Finul Version Seplember 1994

The MELA-C 1s a & poinl scale o be used as

part of a comprehensive English Language assessment system. Placement and programmiing decisioms showld e based on resalts of both the MELA-D and assessment n other lanpgusge mosdalities

[Le., nzading and writing].

INirections: For each ol the domains and sab-domains below, mark an “X" across the box that best descrilees a stodent™s abilities. Use black ink For the Fall observation of MELA-() and
red ink Tor the spring observation. Use the Student Information Summary form on the reverse side to report the resulls of each observation.

LEVEL D LEVEL 1 LEWEL 2 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4 LEVEL S ]
= MHa Fecognines simple Understanids imlerpersomal Understandsis capable of Uniderstands nearky all Undderstands. meerpersonal
E demonsirated guestions and commansds; comversabion when spoken to | responding o mest interpersonal mberpersomal and classmoaom | conversetion and classrom
= praficiency respanils o mone complex sloawly and with fregquent und classroom discussions and discussions, although iscwssioms
= ulteTanoes with repelitions,; interaction when frequen: oocasional repetitions may
— mappraprabe or mnasidshle acknow bedpgement may be clanfications are given be necessary
,.E..- FESCHITISES noa-verbal, m the natve ar
- in Ehe tarpet lanpuape
] Speech 15 limited 1o an ses Eamiliar sentenoes with Hegins to ceate mone mowvel Spoeech 15 inberpersonal and Speech in imlerpersonal
demonsirated exchmmge of fixed verbal reasonahble sase: long pauses senbences; speech in imlerpersonal classrom discussion is comversetion and in
- praficency fommulae (og. commonly or silence are common and und classroom discussions 1s generally fluenl, with classroom discussions 15
E' used sentences and phrases) | gestures are often used o fregruently intermapted by a search oocasional lapses while the appraoximately that ol a
= or smgle word ullerances illustrabe meaning fior the cormzcl manner Or expressxn student searches for the native speaker of the same
O correct manner of ape
= expression
Ma Elas limited command of Has command of wonds for Has adequate vocabulary o permdt Flow of speech is rarely Ll af vocabulary amd
- demonsiratad mirlaled vocabualary for cormmmon objectivesactivities | somewhal mited discussion of mbermapted by mad eguaste idioms approximates that of
"é praficiency coammon objects and but choice of words s oflen mierpersonal and classroom topics; wvicabualary; s capable of a native speaker of the same
- - acbivilies but mappropnate for the usually comprehensahle. rephrasing ideas amid ap:
= = comprehensthility is often situaticmicontest; thoughts o express
I‘; = difFicwle commmrehensibility remains meaning
= = .
= = diffscualt
E - DO MOT CITE OR USE
B
ES MHa Seldom mitelhigible and 1s Sometimes inbellzgible and 5 | Usually speaks mtelligably thowgh Always mielligible with Proouncialon and
= dermonsirated strongly miluenced by the freguently miluenced by the with some sounds sill influenced by | oocasiomal imsppropriake imlomaliom aporaximates
3 praficency primary language, primary language and must the primary language: requently mionations patlerns; slight lhal of a native speaker of
E includong intonation and repexd piterances 1o he uses nom-native inonation pattems miluence of the primary the sime age
= waril siress; musl repeal o undersioad. Enguage may s1ill be
= b understood ohservinl
= WITHOUT PERMISSION ]
; MHa Can prodwoes anldy Dfen uses basic prammar 1ises basic grammear carrectly; uses May make prammatical Grammatical usage
= demonsirated memarzed grammear and palterms carrectly for simple, complex language stnacleres that are | errors; bowever, they do nil | approximates that of a
é praficiency ward arder farms familiar phrases and aflen incarrect ohscure meaning native speaker of the same
= senbencies ape

The MELA-D is the result of & collsbarative effiont between the Evalustion Assistance Conter {EAL] East @l the Jeorge Washingion Universily aml the Masaichusefis Asscssment Advisory Gooup (MAAGL The mstument
is based om fhe Amenicen Council for the Teacking of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Guidelinegs and modeled on the Stodent Oral Languege Observation Mutrix (SOLOM) developed by the San Jose (CA) Unified Schoal
District (1584 and the Sradent Oral Proficsency Resing (SOPR) designed by Developmern Associates { 1987).



